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University of Minnesota, Morris Mission
The University of Minnesota, Morris (UMM) 
provides a rigorous undergraduate liberal arts 
education, preparing its students to be global 
citizens who value and pursue intellectual growth, 
civic engagement, intercultural competence, 
and environmental stewardship. As a public land 
grant institution, UMM is a center for education, 
culture, and research for the region, nation, 
and world. UMM is committed to outstanding 
teaching, dynamic learning, innovative faculty 
and student scholarship and creative activity, and 
public outreach. Our residential academic setting 
fosters collaboration, diversity, and a deep sense 
of community.
The University of Minnesota is committed to the 
policy that all persons shall have equal access to 
its programs, facilities, and employment without 
regard to race, color, creed, religion, national 
origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public 
assistance status, veteran status, or sexual 
orientation. 
Cover photo: The new Green Prairie Community 
fosters the sustainable visions of the 72 students 
who live there. To take a look at the new facility, 
turn to page 14.
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“Next Generation Environmental Leaders” from the Morris and Twin Cities campuses received the Association 
for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) Student Sustainability Leadership Award. 
The team, led by Natalie Hoidal ‘15, Forest Lake, was honored for its work with Governor Mark Dayton’s 2013 
Environmental Congress.
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chancellor’s message
This issue of Profile features the University of Minnesota, Morris’s leadership in 
environmental stewardship and all things green. But what does it mean to be a leader?  
What does it take? And why does it matter?
What does it mean to be a leader? It means we have established ourselves as a campus willing 
to think differently about the way in which we use natural resources. It means we expose our 
work to others—welcoming visitors from all walks of life, from around the country and the world. 
It means we are willing and well positioned to use our infrastructure as a teaching and 
training resource for others. And it means we win awards and recognition—from Sierra 
Club to the Princeton Review, from the Environmental Protection Agency to the American 
College and University President’s Climate Commitment.
What does it take to be a leader? It takes faculty and staff who have knowledge 
and expertise in the science of environmental impact and climate change and in the 
economics and policy elements of energy production and distribution, who are able 
to express through their creative and scholarly work the cultural components and 
philosophical elements behind sustainability. It takes alumni who believe in our 
mission and are willing to financially support it as a way of giving back. And it 
requires student leaders who value exploration and discovery, who want to make a 
difference, and who challenge us to live up to their expectations.
It takes an element of risk taking, using natural resources like corn cobs, 
mixed prairie grasses, and wood chips in ways they’ve never been used on a 
college campus. It takes persistence—trying again when things don’t go right 
the first time. It requires an appreciation of the past—understanding that 
old technologies like wind power and gasification can be used in new ways to 
produce a better, more secure and sustainable future. It takes hard work and 
collaboration with public and private entities and other units of the University 
of Minnesota. It takes a deep appreciation of place and an entrepreneurial 
spirit. Perhaps most importantly, it requires vision—the ability to imagine the 
world as it could be.
Why does this work matter? As a campus whose history and legacy are tied 
to the land and all the peoples who have lived here, it matters that we find a way 
to honor that legacy and celebrate the place we inhabit. Our work matters to the 
region: through our purchase of biomass to heat and cool the campus, through 
our emphasis on local food sourcing, we put money back into the local economy and 
thereby promote regional growth and economic stability. And our work matters to those 
who come to live and learn here. We stay true to our liberal arts mission by providing  
a space where the pursuit of knowledge, risk taking, creativity, and a deep understanding 
of sustainability permeate the work we do.
Message from Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson
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Morris is one of the most progressive college campuses in the 
entire country. We use wind, sun, and corn stover to power our 
facilities. We recycle. We build green buildings. We conserve. We 
compost. We lead the nation each year by incorporating dozens of 
ideas into our curriculum, our campus life, our distinctive model 
for living and learning in the carbon-constrained world that is 
bearing down on us—hard. 
What’s the story? Morris starts with community, and renews and 
sustains through community. Here are a few examples:
 • Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson has been elected chair of the Association for  
  the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education for 2014.
 • Fourteen Morris professors received all-University 2014 Imagine Fund Awards  
  to explore creative ideas in the arts, humanities, and design.
 • Morris students led the way to the campus’s selection as a finalist in the 2014  
  Second Nature Climate Leadership Awards (one of only four American  
  baccalaureate colleges).
 • Morris’s Center for Small Towns links students and faculty members with projects  
  that advance rural communities by building websites, conducting research, and  
  writing marketing plans.
I invite you to browse our campus news archive, which tells the story of an engaged 
community of individuals serving our public liberal arts mission in a spectacular number  
of ways, and with zeal, drive, imagination, and passion. This is how Morris comes to  
occupy a national niche in United States higher education. It starts with our community. 
And is, therefore, renewable and sustainable. Thank you, readers, for being a part of this 
special community!
Giving to Morris 
In partnership with the University of 
Minnesota Foundation, 100 percent of all 
gifts designated to Morris are received by 
and invested in the Morris campus. The 
Foundation serves as the legal, charitable 
entity for the University system. 
The Morris campus welcomes all forms of 
financial gifts in any amount in support of 
its mission and in pursuit of strategic goals. 
There are many ways to give, and we are 
happy to assist you in determining the  
best way based on your individual situation. 
Read “Ways to Give” at morris.umn.edu/
givetomorris, then contact a development 
team member for a personal consultation.
Maddy Maxeiner ’76
vice chancellor for external relations
320-589-6386 
maxeinme@morris.umn.edu
Susan Schmidgall 
chief development officer 
320-589-6160 
sschmidg@morris.umn.edu
Carla Riley ’85
director of external relations 
320-589-6066
rileycj@morris.umn.edu
Janell Kolden ’89 
gift and stewardship administrator
320-589-6456
koldenj@morris.umn.edu
Laura Thielke ’95 
gift funds specialist
320-589-6494 
thielkel@morris.umn.edu
Jeff Lamberty ’99 
office and project specialist
320-589-6386
lamberjj@morris.umn.edu
visit fund development online. 
morris.umn.edu/givetomorris
Morris’s annual Scholarship Jubilee 
continues to grow and evolve; this year 
a record number of awardees prompted 
organizers to host two events for the first 
time in event history! With close to 300 
donors, students, family members, and 
friends in attendance, more recipients 
than ever before had the chance to thank 
the generous individuals who make their 
awards possible.
Message from Maddy Maxeiner, Vice Chancellor 
for External Relations
1. UMM Alumni Association Academic 
Scholarship, and keynote speaker Megan 
Jacobson ’16, Bloomington
2. American Indian Legacy Scholarship: 
Back: Cassondra Sowada ’16, Oakdale; 
April Taylor ’14, Morris; Travis McLimek ’14, 
Hermantown; Front: Ashleigh Thompson ’14, 
Salt Lake City, Utah; Kateri Vivier ’14, 
Cedar; Travis Crego ’16, Maple Grove;  
Eric DuMarce ’14, Browns Valley 
3. Erma Erickson Memorial Scholarship: 
donor Robert Benson, Amy Kuller ’17, 
Edina; Micayla Thebault-Spieker ’14,  
Bemidji; donor Susan Benson
4. James and Bertha Togeas Chemistry 
Scholarship: Torri Jordan ’17, Fort  
Atkinson; Jim Togeas, professor emeritus 
of chemistry
Scholarship Jubilee Continues to Grow
1
3
2
4
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giving news
 Since its founding in 1960, the Morris campus has adapted to meet the needs of its community, 
region, and state. As contemporary energy and environmental issues have grown more pressing, 
Morris has responded by advancing environmentally focused initiatives. Led by students seeking 
change and financed, in part, by the generosity of alumni, these efforts have garnered national 
recognition and have touched nearly all aspects of campus life.
To complement Morris’s focus on sustainable innovation, the Sustainable “Green” Fund was 
established in 2007 to support campus green initiatives. At first, the fund financed a reverse-
osmosis drinking-water system for the Student Center and indoor plants for campus buildings.  
Its reach grew monumentally last year when it enabled the creation of an inventive new  
reinvestment program.
In August 2012, campus governance approved the institution of a Green Reinvestment Fund  
to help the University make sustainable technological and infrastructure investments. Conceived 
by the Morris Campus Student Association, this fund will mitigate costs associated with responsible 
resource consumption and management while encouraging a heightened consciousness regarding 
ownership of practical sustainability efforts. In light of its campus-wide benefits, the UMM Alumni 
Association recently pledged $30,000 from gifts contributed by alumni to the Sustainable “Green” 
Fund in order to get the program up and running.
One of these alumni donors, Jessica Trites Rolle ’95, admits that this kind of forward- 
thinking ingenuity is precisely what sparks her interest in the Sustainable “Green” Fund.  
Citing such advancements as the University’s biomass gasification facility, on-site wind turbines,  
and eco-conscious architecture, she is thrilled by its journey toward and commitment to  
energy independence.
“The philosophy behind the fund is already thriving on campus,” says Trites Rolle. “It is  
evident in Morris’s energy independence goals, local food partnerships, and Leadership in Energy  
& Environmental Design (LEED)-certified buildings. The benefits are already there.”
Trites Rolle’s support for the fund is multifaceted. On one level, she recognizes how important it 
is for Morris students to live and learn in this kind of environment; she believes these students  
will become “the green innovators our country needs” and that there is no better way to prepare  
them for this role than to build sustainability into their surroundings. Trites Rolle also enjoys 
watching the benefits of Morris’s sustainability programming extend to local communities, and  
she anticipates further expansion resulting from continued support for the fund.
“These initiatives provide such a benefit to the community—not just to UMM and the City of 
Morris, but also to communities all over the United States and elsewhere,” she says. “Rural citizens 
and the towns they live in are creative people who are ‘greener’ than they are sometimes given credit 
for. We need to foster their sustainable, entrepreneurial drive and provide them tools and education 
to keep it going; UMM and its graduates can play a part in that.”
Philanthropy comes easily to Trites Rolle, who points out that giving back “is just in [her] 
nature.” She asserts that when you recognize the value in the work being done by an institution  
like Morris, it is important to commit what you can to facilitate it.
“It is critical for our future to build on the work UMM is already doing, and one way to do  
that is for alumni to give to the community around them. Education is crucial, and to support  
it for others—as generous people did for us—is a wonderful thing.”
sParking 
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solutions
It is critical for our 
future to build on 
the work UMM 
is already doing, 
and one way to 
do that is for 
alumni to give 
to the community 
around them. 
Education is 
crucial, and 
to support it 
for others—as 
generous people 
did for us— 
is a wonderful 
thing.
—Jessica Trites Rolle ’95
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education
• American pedagogical theorist Gloria Ladson-Billings served as the 2013 Distinguished Visiting  
 Professor in the Liberal Arts, visiting area K–12 schools and providing lectures, workshops, and  
 discussions on campus. 
• Seventeen elementary education seniors completed week-long practicums in the Chicago Public  
 Schools district. Now in its twentieth year, the program is led by Professors of Elementary  
 Education Carol Cook and Gwen Rudney.
• Luciana Ranelli ’14, Duluth, is student teaching in El Paso’s Ysleta Independent School District.  
 Forty-two other Morris teacher candidates have been placed in classrooms throughout the state— 
 and the world—to  complete their student teaching this semester.
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Humanities
• William Burgwinkle, professor of Medieval French and Occitan at Cambridge University,  
 delivered the Barber Lecture.
• The latest books by Associate Professors of English Julie Eckerle and Michael Lackey  
 were released by Ashgate and The University of Virginia Press, respectively. 
• Paintings by students engaged in a service-learning project coordinated by Michael Eble,  
 associate professor of studio art, were sold to help local families in need.
• Work by Ray Schultz, professor of theatre arts, and Jess Larson, professor of studio art, appears  
 in Performance on Behalf of the Environment, which addresses theatrical ways of dialoguing with 
 environmental concerns through performance.
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social sciences
• Cyrus Bina, distinguished research professor of economics, spoke about “Oil, War, and  
 Global Polity” at Columbia University.
• Eric Schwartz, dean of the University of Minnesota Humphrey School of Public Affairs, delivered  
 the Jooinn Lee Lecture, and Evelyn Hu-DeHart, professor of history at Brown University, gave the  
 O. Truman Driggs Distinguished Lecture in History. 
• A team of students led by Rebecca Dean, associate professor of anthropology, helped restore  
 the Boerner family cemetery near Herman, which was destroyed in 2012.
• Lexington Books released Associate Professor of Anthropology Donna Chollett’s Neoliberalism, 
 Social Exclusion, and Social Movements: Resistance and Dissent in Mexico’s Sugar Industry.
science and Mathematics
• Morris introduced Bridge to Biology, a program designed to encourage bonds among  
 students and to introduce incoming freshmen to upper-level peer mentors.
• Michael Ceballos, assistant professor of biology, was awarded a National Science Foundation  
 Innovation Corps Team Program grant for his project “Commercialization of enzyme platforms  
 for biofuel production.”
• Tim Soderberg, associate professor of chemistry, received a grant from the National Science  
 Foundation to assist in the creation of a single, flexible resource for chemistry education.
• Morris welcomed Peter C. Falkum ’80, director of research and development for Silk Brand of  
 White Wave Foods, as the Latterell Visiting Alumnus.
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Campus Accolades
Colleges of Distinction
Morris has been named a College of Distinction for the 2013–14 
school year. The web-based guide uses this designation to honor 
select schools for their excellence in student-focused higher 
education.
Environmental Protection Agency
Morris appears at #28 on the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA’s) Top 30 On-site list of the largest green power 
users. Organizations meet EPA Partnership requirements by  
using Renewable Energy Certificates, on-site generation,  
and/or utility green power products.
Fiske Guide to Colleges
Morris has been named one of the country’s best and most 
interesting colleges and universities by Fiske Guide to Colleges. 
It is featured in the 2014 edition of the college guide.
Forbes
Morris has again been included in Forbes magazine’s listing of 
“America’s Top Colleges.” Among non-military institutions for 
which figures were reported, Morris ranked eighth-lowest in cost 
nationally and fourth-lowest in the Midwest.
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance
Morris is one of only two Minnesota colleges included on the 
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance list of 100 best values in public colleges 
for 2014. The ranking cites four-year schools that combine 
outstanding education with economic value.
Military Friendly Schools
For the third consecutive year, Morris has been named a Military 
Friendly School by Victory Media. This list honors the top 
15 percent of colleges that support American military service 
members and veterans as students.
Sierra
Morris is one of Sierra magazine’s top 40 “Cool Schools” for 2013. 
The ranking lists universities that lead sustainability initiatives 
and make an effort to protect and preserve the environment.
U.S. News and World Report
U.S. News and World Report has again named Morris one the nation’s 
Top 10 Public Liberal Arts Colleges. This is the fifteenth 
consecutive year in which Morris has been included on this list.
Washington Monthly
Washington Monthly has named Morris one of its “Best Bang for the 
Buck” schools. Morris was the most highly ranked Minnesota school 
listed and one of eight “Standout Best-Bang for-the-Buck” schools.
Winds of Change
Winds of Change magazine has again named Morris one of the 
top 200 colleges for American Indian students. Morris was 
selected for graduating a high percentage of Native American 
undergraduates and hosting a vibrant, supportive American 
Indian community.
Morris Excels in Effectiveness and 
Efficiency
The Midwestern Higher Education Compact (MHEC), a 
twelve-state, nonprofit higher-education alliance, has named 
Morris a statewide leader in new measures of efficiency and 
effectiveness. In recent working papers, MHEC rated Morris 
the most effective and the most efficient public four-year school 
in Minnesota, based on the six-year graduation rate.
According to Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson, Morris’s 
success lies in its ability to graduate a diverse student population 
at a higher rate than expected. The Minneapolis Star Tribune agreed, 
writing, “The University of Minnesota, Morris stands out 
among the state’s public four-year institutions for generating 
more grads than expected at a good price.”
Founded in 1991, MHEC contributes to the vitality of the 
Midwest by enhancing member states’ ability to maximize higher 
education opportunity and performance through collaboration 
and resource sharing.
Rasmussen Travels with 
Delegation to Germany
Lowell Rasmussen, 
vice chancellor for finance 
and facilities, accompanied 
a Minnesota delegation to 
Dusseldorf, North Rhine-
Westphalia (NRW), Germany, 
in December. The delegation 
attended a conference to explore 
energy use and opportunities 
between Minnesota and NRW.
“I think Minnesota has really good potential to learn from 
what Germany has already discovered and how it is operating,” 
says Rasmussen. “I’m hoping we’ll see some direct benefits 
coming back to the Morris area by making those connections.”
Rasmussen was invited to join the delegation because of his 
expertise in renewable energy production and non-fossil fuel 
energy systems. While there, he presented on Morris’s approach 
to renewable energy and took part in planned project visits to 
on-site areas doing work in wind, solar, and bioenergy as well as 
co-generation and energy efficiency.
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Four Morris Students Receive Scholarly 
Excellence in Equity and Diversity Award
Four Morris students received the 2013 Scholarly Excellence in Equity and Diversity 
(SEED) Award: Tiwaloluwa Ajibewa ’14, Saint Paul; Hazen Fairbanks ’14, Bemidji; 
Natasha Myhal ’15, Parma Heights, Ohio; and Mai Pa Tao Vang ’14, Walnut Grove. 
Sponsored by the Office for Equity and Diversity, the award honors and acknowledges 
diverse students doing outstanding work at the University of Minnesota, both in and out 
of the classroom.
Ajibewa, Fairbanks, Myhal, and Vang were four of only 13 undergraduates who 
received this system-wide honor. They accepted their awards at the annual Equity and 
Diversity Breakfast on the Twin Cities campus in November.
top, left to right: Vang, Myhal, Fairbanks
Left: Ajibewa  
Photos by nina Downer ’15, Buffalo.
Enrollment Hits Eleven-Year High
With the entrance of 469 freshmen and  
99 transfer students this fall, Morris experienced 
a 13.5 percent increase in enrollment over 
the previous year. This is the campus’s highest 
freshman enrollment since 2002. This increase  
in new students was expected, as Morris saw an 
all-time high in applications last spring.
“While tuition has increased throughout 
higher education, a Morris liberal arts 
education continues to be an incredible value 
for our students and their families,” says Bryan 
Herrmann, director of admissions. “We are 
attracting students who appreciate the value and 
authenticity Morris has to offer.”
The number of students choosing to live on campus is also on the rise. There were 939 on-campus students this fall, which 
was the highest occupancy since 2001. In order to accommodate the increased demand for campus housing, Morris opened its 
Green Prairie Community. Providing living and learning spaces for 72 students, the new residence hall expands the institution’s 
thriving sustainability initiatives. For more on the Green Prairie Community, turn to page 14.
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Top: Chelda Smith, right, is a pre-doctoral fellow in education. She and Ladson-Billings (left) both specialize in culturally relevant 
pedagogy. Bottom, left to right: Ladson-Billings speaks to education majors, works with area teachers, and delivers her closing address.
University of Minnesota, Morris: a renewable, sustainable education. 9Winter/Spring 2014 Profile
campus news
How to: save  
our schools
As an expert on education, 
Gloria Ladson-Billings has a 
few ideas for improving the 
nation’s schools. Here are her 
suggestions for making them 
the best they can be!
foster co-curricular 
programming.
Why are sports, music, and 
clubs so important for student 
learning? According to Ladson-
Billings, they engage students 
in and beyond the classroom, 
especially at the K–12 level.
build relationships  
with alumni.
How could fostering these 
networks impact our nation’s 
schools? Imagine the libraries 
we’d have if each alumnus  
or alumna donated a book,  
she says.
invest some time.
What allows for optimal 
learning? New experiences 
like field trips and exposure to 
guest speakers. What does it 
take to make them happen? 
Just a little time and energy.
Last fall renowned American pedagogical theorist Gloria Ladson-Billings served as the 
2013 Distinguished Visiting Professor in the Liberal Arts. In this role, she visited area K–12 
schools and provided lectures, workshops, and discussions on campus. We sat down with 
Ladson-Billings on the final day of her visit to get the inside scoop on her tenure at Morris.
Q: Let’s talk about your areas of expertise and how they apply across the  
 liberal arts. Can you explain why education issues matter to everyone?
 All of the disciplines feed into education in some way, and despite being in a discipline,  
 you’re also within the education business. It’s what we do. I think the nice thing about  
 using that field as a part of this particular visiting scholar program is it reminds  
 people that the issues of pedagogy and education are not just sort of in the air and in the  
 background. They are central to the mission [of the University].
Q: From your perspective, what was the purpose of your visit?
 Well, speaking in the context of having done some similar kinds of things on other  
 campuses, as well as having some version on my own campus, I think the idea of  
 universities and colleges is always to enhance the educational experience. So while it’s  
 not possible to have every single person you want on a campus, it is possible to provide  
 opportunities for students to have access to people that they wouldn’t normally have  
 access to. I think what might be a kind of secondary purpose is that it gives the scholar an  
 opportunity to see something different and to be able to share their experiences when  
 they return. I really do think it’s a reciprocal agreement.
Q: What do you hope the Morris campus takes from your time here?
 That researchers are real people, and that they don’t have all the answers. We have a  
 tendency in our field to put people on a pedestal. We read their books and their articles,  
 and we’ve heard about them, and I think it’s not until you’ve had a chance to talk with  
 them, sit down with them, and be in a relaxed environment with them that you begin to  
 understand that they’re people and you can learn some things from them that can be  
 useful in your own career trajectory.
Q: What will you take from your time here?
 I was thinking of a couple other places I’ve been that were similar. I actually thought these  
 two weeks were a positive, intensive way of going about it. I’ve done visits where I’ve been  
 the visitor for the year, but I’d just go two or three days out of the month, and I never had  
 continuity. I think the idea of sitting in the classes, meeting the students, actually teaching  
 classes—which I’ve never done before—was a challenge, and it stretched me. But, it turned  
 out to be a really worthwhile experience.
The University of Minnesota, Morris Distinguished Visiting Professorship in the Liberal 
Arts was established in 2001 by Dean and Vice Chancellor Emeritus Dr. Elizabeth S. 
Blake to celebrate and strengthen the success of the University of Minnesota, Morris as 
an undergraduate liberal arts campus and to contribute to its continuing quest for high 
distinction in baccalaureate education.
a look back at 
ladson-billings’s 
visit to Morris
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rodman abbott ’80, “UMM students 
are well known for their inquisitiveness. 
Every student I met demonstrated this 
trait in subjects ranging from work-life 
balance to career options. WOW!”
drew rutherford ’91, “It was highly 
affirming to see firsthand that Morris 
continues to attract and develop 
articulate, dynamic, passionate, and 
conscientious students who will emerge 
as leaders in their communities.”
arne kildegaard, professor of 
economics and management and 
director of the Center for Small 
Towns, “It’s great to see former 
students successfully launched in their 
professional careers, but it’s also very 
humbling to see the genuine affection 
and appreciation they have for Morris 
and their time spent here.”
donnay green ’05, “I participate in the 
annual Networking Event because it is 
a great and easy way to give back to 
campus. Proud to be a Coug!”
dillon Mcbrady ’13, “Not only was it 
good to network with students, but it was 
also great to speak with other alumni and 
connect with them as well!”
claire stover tralle ’09, “Morris is a 
wonderful place, and Networking Day 
simply shines light on its continued value.”
larry traversie ’00, “As alumni we truly 
want to see students succeed, and my goal 
is to try and provide them as much real 
world advice as possible.”
HoMecoMing 2013 reMeMbered
Homecoming weekend began with the third annual Alumni and Students Networking Day, an event that offers students, alumni, 
staff, and faculty the chance to make meaningful connections.
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After networking, alumni enjoyed a celebration filled with good fun, friends, 
food, and football!
Green Prairie Community Dedication
For more on the Green Prairie Community, keep reading!
Homecoming football game 
versus Eureka College
Distinguished Alumni Award  
and Networking Banquet
Social Hour Tailgating away from the rain in the Dining Hall Cougar 5K
Performing Arts alumni 
reunion and jam session
HoMecoMing 2013 reMeMbered
Mark your calendars for Homecoming 2014: october 3–5!
wt
Skip the tRay!
We save energy and 
water by not using trays 
in the Dining Hall. This 
also discourages us from 
picking up more food than 
we can eat.
eat LoCaL eveRy Day!
Sodexo Dining Services 
partners with Food 
Alliance Midwest to bring 
local, sustainably raised 
fruits, vegetables, and 
meats to campus dining 
facilities.
GReen to Go!
Forks made from 
potatoes, cups made from 
corn: our to-go items are 
entirely compostable.
CoMpoSt!
Containers at the Dining Hall and Turtle 
Mountain Cafe allow diners to compost 
organic waste like banana peels, apple 
cores, and even paper!
our green story
Morris becomes a founding member of the 
Pride of the Prairie Local Foods Initiative.
Morris becomes a founding member of the 
Higher Education Steering Committee (HEC) of the 
American Council on Renewable Energy (ACORE).
The Sustainable “Green” Fund is established.
First annual Fashion Trashion show.
Morris becomes a MN GreenCorps partner site.
Welcome Center renovated to meet Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards.
Katie Laughlin ’10 graduates as Morris’s 
first environmental studies major.
Com
pos
ting
 beg
ins i
n D
inin
g Se
rvic
es.
Sec
ond
 win
d  tu
rbin
e be
gins
 gen
erat
ing 
pow
er.
Cam
pus g
overn
ance
 appr
oves
 Revo
lving
 Gree
n Loa
n Fun
d. 
Campus subscribes to Otter Tail Power 
Company’s wind power program.
Opening of the West Central School of 
Agriculture establishes the campus as 
one rooted in environmental stewardship.
University receives a grant to build first wind turbine.
Student-led effort
State of Minnesota allocates funds 
to construct biomass gasifier.
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at Morris, it’s easy to make the green 
choice—sustainability is so deeply ingrained 
in our everyday lives that we don’t always 
think about the scope of its reach. For 
more than 100 years, our campus 
has been grounded in a mission of 
environmental sustainability, and 
this mission touches all aspects of 
university life. Both our pivotal 
successes and everyday victories 
range from the ground up 
and make this place truly 
extraordinary!
Morris is o
n the Env
ironmenta
l Protectio
n Agency
’s (EPA’s)  
Top 30 On
-site list o
f largest g
reen pow
er users.  
epa.gov/
greenpow
er/toplist
s/top30o
nsite.htm
eating 
green
wt
Two on-site 1.65 MW wind turbines 
produce 10 million kWhs of 
electrical power annually, meeting 
60% of the electrical needs for the 
Morris campus. The first turbine 
is owned by the West Central 
Research and Outreach Center, the 
second by the Morris campus.
By using wind-generated 
electricity instead of 
thermal-generated 
electricity, the campus 
avoids using at least  
300 gallons of water per 
MWh, which annually 
totals 1.5 million gallons  
of water, from aquifers, 
rivers, and lakes.
A biomass gasifier plant at the Morris campus 
uses local, natural resources—from corn cobs 
to mixed prairie grasses—to heat and cool the 
campus. The system is expected to displace 
70% of the fossil fuel previously used  
for heating and cooling and will  
infuse approximately $500,000  
into the local economy yearly.
Morris is #39 on the Sierra Club’s list  of Cool Schools 2013, and the most highly  ranked Minnesota school on the list.
The campus fleet 
includes eight hybrid vehicles.
In 2013, the 
campus 
recycled 
more than 
200,000 pounds 
of aluminum, tin, 
plastic, glass, and electronics  
waste as well as 
cardboard, glossy 
paper, office paper,  
and news 
print. 
A 32-unit solar 
thermal array heats the 
Regional Fitness Center pool, 
reducing our CO2 emissions 
by 30,000 pounds each year.
A solar photovoltaic system on 
the south side of the science 
building converts sunlight  
into electricity.
Composting for all organic items is available 
in the Dining Hall, Turtle Mountain Cafe, 
and the Green Prairie Community. Items are 
composted on campus, and the nutrient-
rich soil that results is used for campus 
landscaping and gardening.
To clear our sidewalks 
during the winter, 
Facilities Management 
uses granite chips, potassium 
acetate, and urea, which 
are less aggressive and 
corrosive than sidewalk salt. 
These materials do not leach 
into soils, so they also stay out 
of our groundwater.
the Morris campus expects  
to reduce carbon emissions  
by 10,000 metric tons  
per year using wind  
and biomass—an 
80% reduction.
our green story
biomass: Renewable organic matter 
such as crops and crop residues, 
perennial grasses, wood, algae, 
animal manure, and the organic parts 
of municipal and industrial waste.
fashion trashion: Annual fashion show 
staged by studio art students in which each 
student crafts and models an ensemble 
made entirely of reused materials. 
gasification: A thermal process that burns 
organic materials in a low-oxygen environment, 
producing low-BTU producer gas, or syngas. 
Syngas can be substituted for natural gas in a 
furnace, turbine, or engine.
revolving green loan fund: A student-
initiated funding project that helps Morris 
make sustainable technological and 
infrastructure investments.
solar thermal collector: Solar energy 
device that heats water.
sustainable “green” fund: An 
annual fund that enables donors 
to support renewable energy 
projects on campus.
GReen GLoSSaRy
In the last two years, Morris has diverted 
over 27 tons of food waste. It will continue 
to divert over 20 tons of waste each year!
For a full list of our green accolades, visit
morris.umn.edu/sustainability/recognition.
800
NUMBER OF 
INDOOR PLANTS 
ON CAMPUS
breatHing
green
living
green
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BLUEPRINT FOR  
A GREEN FUTURE
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Step inside Morris’s new lab for green living.
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BLUEPRINT FOR  
A GREEN FUTURE
Last fall the University of Minnesota, Morris opened the 
doors to its newest residence hall, the Green Prairie Community. 
This contemporary facility serves as both a shining example of 
environmentally minded architecture and an innovative living and 
learning environment.
Built into a hill at the northeast area of the campus historic 
district, the residence hall features brick and stucco exteriors, hip 
roofs, and long eaves to reflect Morris’s signature style. Its location 
capitalizes on green design possibilities, and its construction 
emphasizes regional and recycled materials. 
Green Prairie, however, is more than a collection of features, 
albeit impressive ones. What truly distinguishes this residence 
hall, what makes it a model community, is the life within its 
walls. According to Sandra K. Olson-Loy, vice chancellor for 
student affairs, the facility provides an environment in which 
“students bring their vision for a more sustainable community to 
life everyday.” The Offices of Residential Life and Sustainability 
are working with the hall’s 72 residents to do just that by 
creating programming that includes a green education program, 
community meals, and more.
While this programming encourages all students  
to incorporate sustainability into their everyday lives,  
a handful of residents are dedicated to pursuing even more eco-
conscious lifestyles. The students who inhabit Green Prairie’s 
intentional learning communities—the freshman sustainability 
floor and the upper-division “uber-green” floor—see sustainability 
as one of the most pressing concerns for the world today, and they 
are working together to share their passion for green living.
According to Jessica Coggins, 
Green Prairie Community 
coordinator, the freshman 
sustainability floor is unique in that 
its programming demonstrates what 
the University is doing “within the 
realm of sustainability” and how 
students can contribute to these 
efforts. She notes that the uber-green 
floor is distinguished by the fact that 
its residents have an unprecedented opportunity to enact change 
as part of their residential life experiences; because these students 
are empowered “to do what they think needs to be done for 
sustainability on campus,” Coggins believes they have the chance to 
gain leadership skills and career development opportunities that 
other on- and off-campus living situations cannot offer.
“These students are doing more than attending floor 
programming,” she says. “They are creating it.”
According to “uber-green” resident Kali Dale ’14, Bemidji, 
the Green Prairie Community affords like-minded students an 
ideal space in which to collaborate. Dale leapt at the chance to live 
in the new facility, and she expects the experience will remain with 
her long after she moves out.
“I thought it would be an awesome opportunity to meet people 
who were also interested in sustainability,” she says. “Because of 
this experience, I’ll know more about sustainability when I leave 
Morris and can share what I know wherever I go.”
Like the engaged undergraduates who call it home, the Green 
Prairie Community stands apart from others of its kind. Fostering 
civic participation and environmental stewardship, this inventive new 
residence hall not only extends the University and its mission, but also 
provides graduates a living experience that renews and sustains.
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Convenient bike racks and 
public bike-repair station
Powered, heated, and 
cooled with renewable 
energy from on-site wind 
and biomass community-
based energy systems
High thermal mass 
insulated concrete 
forms (ICF) to prevent 
heat loss/gain
Landscaping includes rain 
gardens to filter water naturally 
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kali dale ’14, bemidji
Why did you want to live in the Green 
Prairie Community?
I thought it would be an awesome 
opportunity to meet people 
who were also interested in 
sustainability.
Why is this experience important to 
you as a student?
Because of this experience, I’ll know 
more about sustainability when I 
leave Morris and can share what I 
know wherever I go.
What are you doing to live green?
I’m a part of the Sustainable Eating 
pod. We’re working on promoting 
local foods.
ricardo rojas ’16, champlin
Why did you want to live in the Green 
Prairie Community?
I support what the Green 
Prairie Community represents: 
a community where living a 
sustainable lifestyle is a priority.
Why is this experience important to 
you as a student?
My experience in Green Prairie will 
serve as a template for my living 
habits in the future here at Morris 
and wherever I end up afterwards.
What are you doing to live green?
I try to recycle as much as 
possible. I also utilize the compost 
buckets located in the kitchens.
 
katelynn eggler ’17, rochester
Why did you want to live in the Green 
Prairie Community?
Learning to live with nature versus 
against it is something everyone 
needs to learn. Green Prairie 
seemed like a good place to start.
Why is this experience important to 
you as a student?
I can learn so much from living in 
Green Prairie: I learn about the 
earth, I learn about community, I 
learn about family, I learn about 
how to balance it all out. That 
experience is priceless, and I’ll 
never have the same one again.
What are you doing to live green?
Lots of little things. Composting. 
Recycling. Turning lights off. 
Taking advantage of natural light. 
Unplugging my computer and 
lamp. Walking instead of driving.

Daylight views in 
all residential and 
public spaces
Interior finishes that support 
healthy air quality
Be a part of our green story! Help 
Morris lead the field in sustainable 
innovation by supporting the 
Sustainable “Green” Fund today.  
Turn to page 3 to learn more about  
the impact of this fund.
The Green Prairie Community is the first dorm of its kind on 
campus. The community features single rooms with private bathrooms 
as well as four-person suites that include common areas (above left). 
Each floor has a community kitchen, complete with composting bins 
(left). The central lounge, shown at left, provides a meeting area for 
all residents. Another public lounge on the lower level allows smaller 
groups to gather in a cozy space (lower left). 
Residents can relax under 
the Green Prairie pergola on 
furniture made from recycled 
milk jugs. 
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UMMAA  
Board of Directors
Gretchen Alms ’04, first vice president
Spanish and Latin American area studies
Suzanne Basiago ’87, immediate past president 
economics
Kyle Berget ’90
elementary education
Amy Doll-Wohlers ’90
English, philosophy
Ryan Fair ’01
speech communication 
Donnay Green, ’05, president
speech communication
Beverly Maloney Harren ’66 
elementary education
Reid LeBeau ‘02 
political science
Dan Moore ’07
political science
Curtis Teberg ’70
political science
Larry Traversie ’00
speech communication
Susan Von Mosch ‘78
history, political science
second vice president to be determined  
at a later date
Office of Alumni  
Relations and  
Annual Giving
Carla Riley ’85  
director of external relations
Alisande Allaben  
database manager and assistant to the director
Erin Schellin Christensen ’05
associate director of alumni relations
alumni@morris.umn.edu 
320-589-6066 
morris.umn.edu/alumni
For the most current event information, visit morris.umn.edu/alumni/events.
Events take place on campus unless otherwise noted.
uPcoMing aluMni events
“Green, green, it’s green they say on the far side of 
the hill. Green, green, I’m going away to where the grass is 
greener still.” Some of us will remember these lyrics from 
the popular folk artist singing group of the 1960s The New 
Christy Minstrels. Their green-themed hit song peaked on 
the music charts at #14 in 1963. It simply could not have 
been written about Morris, but who can say that Morris isn’t 
a green oasis on the far side of the prairie: where efforts 
in renewable and sustainable energy initiatives continue 
to garner wide attention, and the strong focus on growing 
and nurturing solid academic outcomes continues to elevate Morris to where many 
would have to agree that the grass is really greener here. Faculty, staff, students, alumni, 
donors, and friends of Morris, know there is something quite special about this place…
and we are more than happy to share what we know.  
We look forward to welcoming the first graduates of Morris back to campus in 
June 2014, when the Class of 1964 and friends will be celebrating their 50th class year 
reunion. I believe some of them will also remember The New Christy Minstrels and that 
famous “green” song. I hope the reference will evoke many more memories that can be 
shared on the Class of 1964 Reunion website and by those who are able to attend the 
reunion weekend.
Homecoming dates this year are October 3–5. A special Phi Mu Delta 50th 
anniversary reunion is being planned. Watch your mail this summer for more detailed 
information. Hope to see you there. Some of those Phi Mu Delta brothers may also now 
be heard humming the tune to the following: “Green, green, it’s green they say….”
 March 27 Art and Elixir Event,
  Poor Richard’s Common House, Bloomington
 April 4–5 Jazz Fest
 
 April 10  Bemidji Event
 April 26 Morris Alumni at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres— 
  Disney’s The Little Mermaid, Chanhassen
 May 10 Commencement 
 June 20–21 Class of 1964 50th Reunion
 July TBD Rice Lake, Wisconsin Event
 July 24 Morris at the Saints Event, Saint Paul
  Washington, DC Event
 August 14 Boat Cruise, Lake Minnewaska
 October 3 Alumni and Students Networking Day
 October 3–5 Homecoming 2014
 October 4 UMMAA Board Meeting
A Message from Carla Riley ‘85, Director of 
External Relations
Morris connect 
Connect online with current 
Morris students and alumni for 
mentoring, networking, and  
professional opportunities!
morris.umn.edu/alumni/
morrisconnect
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Morris to Hold its First  
50th Reunion 
 
This summer the 
University of Minnesota, 
Morris Class of 1964 
will return to campus for 
Morris’s first 50th class 
reunion. The first of its 
kind, this reunion marks an 
important milestone for the 
University. In addition to 
providing alumni the chance to reconnect and reminisce, it 
also offers them the opportunity to establish a new campus 
tradition and to relish a moment in time.
“This initial Morris entering class set an example for all 
of the classes behind it,” says Carla Riley, director of external 
relations. “With this reunion, they will once again have the 
opportunity to lead by demonstrating their ongoing support 
of the institution. By gathering together 50 years after 
graduation, they are affirming their Morris experiences and 
celebrating the strong bonds they formed here.”
The reunion begins with registration and a social 
gathering on Friday, June 20. Registration continues 
the next morning and is followed by brunch as well as 
additional gathering and refreshment opportunities.  
The event concludes with a banquet on Saturday evening, 
June 21, in the Student Center’s Oyate Hall. 
The Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving 
encourages members of the class of 1964 to engage with 
one another prior to the reunion. To help them do 
so, it created an interactive website featuring photos, 
biographies, era headlines, a reunion schedule, and more. 
More information is available at  
morris.umn.edu/alumni/reunion.
Alumni Take Part in Chat with the 
Chancellor
Morris had an abundance of good news to share last  
fall, so we invited alumni to join the conversation. They 
listened while Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson discussed 
recent recognitions and happenings, then shared their 
questions about:
 • Future plans to expand campus housing
 • Use of local foods on campus and at events
 • Enrollment for fall 2013—an eleven-year high!
 • Strategies for alumni outcomes and job placement
 • The success of Morris’s teacher-education programs
 • Morris’s responsibility to address the achievement gap  
  in Minnesota
 • Ways in which alumni can engage with students and  
  give back to campus
Thanks for tuning in, alumni! If you missed the 
Hangout—or if you want to catch it again—go to  
morris.umn.edu/chancellor/chat. For more on Morris’s  
fall 2013 accolades, turn to page 6.
It is a pleasure to serve as the president of the University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association this 
year. This will be my fourth year on the board, and each year my excitement grows as I continue working with 
such great groups of students and alums and for such a great institution. As an alumni association, we remain 
committed to assisting the campus by sponsoring events designed to promote alumni interaction, networking, 
and student success. Our board is engaged in developing programs for our alumni; promoting annual giving; 
creating opportunities for career development; engaging students, staff, and faculty; and much more. 
Morris continues to garner well-deserved accolades and recognitions from across the country—what an 
exciting time to be involved! I encourage you to be an active and engaged member of this community. As 
alums, whether graduates of the class of 1973 or 2013, we all have fond memories from this campus. Each time 
I set foot here, those memories come flooding back. If you can make it sometime, I personally invite you to 
see for yourself all of the amazing things that are going on. 
Last year our association hosted its third annual Alumni and Students Networking Day, bringing nearly 40 alums back to campus. 
The day’s program attracted almost 500 students looking for guidance and mentorships from alums. What a great way to give back to the 
campus, and in a way that helps students prepare for their next steps—wherever they may be. This is one of my favorite programs and a 
key reason why I give back to Morris. Giving back to this campus is critical to ensuring programs like this are available to our students as 
they take steps to join the ranks of talented alumni like you!
I am proud to be an alum of Morris and excited for this next year. Go Cougs!
Donnay Green ’05, President of the UMM Alumni Association
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Morris alumni come back to campus for all kinds 
of reasons. Whether returning as guest lecturers, 
discussion leaders, or familiar friends, our alums  
are always welcome. 
look 
WHo’s 
back!
some come to introduce family and friends,
Kazumi Iguchi, Miho Iguchi, and Kwan Felix Koo ’89
Lori Johnson Mansfield ’96 and Rebecca Johnson ’04 with Jacob and 
Kelsi Mansfield
Katie and Mary Miles 
Stier ’88
Mary, Jim ’80, and Elizabeth Gelbmann
Jeff ’86 and Laura Stobb
Craig and Diane Matejka 
Lund ’73                     
Nancy Larson Flom ’81, Laurie Larson 
Smith ’86, and Shari Larson Clusiau ’89
Nancy Ransom Wattenhofer ’90, Kelsey, and 
Daryl Wattenhofer ’89  
Elaine Johnson ’77, Rebecca Zeug Matthiesen ’77, Jeanne Gelbmann, 
Zindie Ziemke Meyers ’77, Lynn Kositzky Japs, and Mary Winter Seim ’78
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others to share their expertise.
We look forward to seeing you soon!
no matter their 
reasons, all are 
gladly received!
Mike Carlson ’99 and Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson
Meghen Wrobleski Dischinger ’08, Sarah McDermott Eckel ’09, 
Amber Janey White ’09, Erica Jacobson ’09, Allison Wegner ’11, 
Chelsea Bell ’12, Leanne Larson ’12, Katie Larkin ’14 
Alex Jarvis ’05, Matt Hardy ’01, Nic McPhee, professor of 
computer science, and Dan Flies ’04
Theresa Peper ’93Adam Hoffman ’01 and Tracey Anderson, 
associate professor of biology 
Miles Seppelt ’92
Rachel Gartner ’03
Peter ’80 and Deborah Dunbar Falkum ’80
Hege Herfindahl ’84
26 University of Minnesota, Morris: a renewable, sustainable education.
university of minnesota, morris alumni association
Winter/Spring 2014 Profile
Morris at the Saints
Each summer Morris alumni, students, and prospective students gather for tailgating  
and a Saints game in Saint Paul. Shown above at the 2013 gathering are alumni Blayne 
Steffen ’07, Trevor Copeland ’07, Patrick Mahoney ’08, Matt Thomas ’08, Jordan  
Roman ’07, Vaughn Ginnette ’04, Kari Witschen ’07, Donnay Green ’05, Betsy  
Kennedy ’07, and Shannon Thomas ’09.
Lake Minnewaska Boat Cruise
On a warm, sunny evening last summer a 
group of area alumni met on the shores of 
Lake Minnewaska to set sail on a dinner 
cruise. Shown are Vance ’90 and Kim ’87 
Gullickson.
UMMAA First Year Ice Cream Social and Class of 2014 Senior Banquet
The UMMAA begins engaging students from the first days they set foot on campus. Root beer floats and smiles crowded the mall during 
the activities fair at New Student Orientation 2013. Throughout students’ Morris careers the alumni association involves them in events 
designed to familiarize them with the association and give them an opportunity to network. As students prepare to graduate, the UMMAA 
hosts an evening banquet where friendships are celebrated, fall graduates are recognized, and the class’s Senior Legacy Project is announced.
Fort Myers, Florida
Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson, University of Minnesota 
President Eric Kaler, Doug Payne ’54, and Kathy Tate ’69  
pose for a photo at the January 2014 alumni event in Florida.
Arizona
In February alumni and friends escaping the northern cold enjoyed 
an informal dinner with the Chancellor at Annabelle’s Restaurant at 
the Arizona Golf Resort in Mesa, Arizona. 
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class of ’64
Dean Anderson, Saint Bonifacius, passed away September 
2013. He grew up as a farm boy and, after attending Morris, 
he graduated from the University of Minnesota, Saint Paul. He 
served in Wisconsin and Minnesota National Guard units. He 
married Jean Dokken Anderson ’65, and together they adopted 
three children and raised a granddaughter. He is survived by his 
wife, children—including Jason Anderson ’99—and family. 
Gary Spaulding, Mound, passed away July 2013. He owned 
Ferguson-Keller Associates until his retirement in 2002. Once 
retired, he enjoyed motor-home travel, golfing, boating, and 
spending time with family and friends. He is survived by his wife, 
children, and other relatives. 
thomas F. Peterson, Lake Havasu City, Nevada, passed away 
July 2013. He is survived by his wife, four children, and seven 
grandchildren.
class of ’65
cleo Kohn, Fergus Falls, passed away December 2012. She held 
the position of elementary librarian at Fergus Falls Public Schools 
from 1968 until 1993. She also loved to knit and was a big fan of 
the Minnesota Twins.
class of ’66
thomas Hennen’s most recent book of 
poetry, Darkness Sticks to Everything, was published 
in May. It received praise from New York Times 
editor Dana Jennings, who lauded Hennen 
as an “American Master” whose work is “like a 
fine fishing hole only the locals knew about… 
hidden right under our noses for decades.” 
Darkness is Hennen’s first book since 1997 and 
his first nationally published book. He was 
born in Morris, but grew up on rented farms 
in the area and says, “Nothing against the town of Morris, but my 
roots are in the country around Morris.” The natural imagery in 
his poetry reflects his lifelong connection to the outdoors. “I’m not 
trying to describe how pretty a flower looks,” he says. “I’m trying to 
put some meaning to it and am using nature because we’re a part of 
nature and nature’s a part of us.”  
Karen Johnson, Faribault, passed away May 2013. She first 
taught in Redwood Falls from 1966 until 1969. She then moved  
to Faribault and taught third grade at Jefferson Elementary School 
until her retirement in 2000. She was dedicated to teaching and 
was also active in several organizations and volunteer groups.  
She is survived by her husband, George Wickstrom, and seven 
step-children. 
David Larson writes: “On July 1, 2013, I retired after 42 years 
of full time college-level teaching—four at Franklin and Marshall 
College and 38 at Cleveland State University. I spent the past 
five-and-a-half years serving as chair of the Cleveland State 
English Department. I continue to live with my partner, Michael 
Hugill, in Cleveland, Ohio, and I intend to teach part-time for a 
few more years.”
class of ’67
Glen “Pat” Smith, Nisswa, passed away December 2012. Smith 
served in the United States Army during the Vietnam War. With his 
wife, Alice Hennen Smith ’69, he owned the Brainerd Insurance 
Agency. He was active in his community and professional 
organizations. Smith is survived by his wife, children, and several 
grandchildren.
class of ’68
Audrey Elrite, Sisseton, South Dakota, passed away July 2013. 
She dedicated much of her life to teaching. She taught for 21 years 
in Beardsley and 16 years in Roberts County, South Dakota. She 
enjoyed travel and embroidering quilts. Elrite was also a long-time 
member of the American Legion Auxiliary.
class of ’69
Lynne Salonen Boll 
welcomed some alumni 
friends to her home on 
Green Lake in Spicer 
during the first weekend in 
August. Left to right: Jan 
yde ’70, Lee B. temte ’69, Lynne, clint trousil ’67, and Gina 
Slieter trousil ’69.
Pauline omland Inwards passed away July 2013. In 1964, 
she married her husband, Jon, in Holmes City, the same town 
in which she grew up. She retired in 2005 from Saint Mary’s 
Hospital. Inwards is survived by her husband, three children, and 
other family members.
Michael rydjord, Vacaville, California, passed away November 
2013. After graduating, he attended Officers’ Training School at 
Lackland Air Force Base in Texas, followed by pilot training. Until 
his retirement in 1989, his tasks included flying reconnaissance 
in Thailand and serving as a pilot, instructor pilot, and recruiter 
across the United States. He was a pilot for USAir until 1991. He 
also served as a volunteer at Sinkyone Wilderness State Park, where 
he welcomed visitors and performed maintenance and trail work. 
Rydjord is survived by his wife, Linda rydjord ’69, and their three 
children, among other friends and family.
class of ’70
Margie Barz cooper, Bird Island, passed 
away August 2013. She is survived by her 
husband, her sister, and other family. 
She was passionate about music and 
participated in church and school choirs 
in addition to learning to play several 
instruments. From 1970 until 1981, she 
was a vocal music instructor at Bird Island-Lake Lillian Schools. 
She was instrumental in establishing and running the high school 
musicals. At Morris, she was a member of the Iota Psi sorority. 
Back row: Shirley Anderson ’73, Sharon Loeck Mitzner ’73, 
Linda Holecek ’71, Karen Holmquist ’71. Front row: Anne Barz 
Koktan ’72, Margie, Patti randa rude ’72.
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Joan Hagen, Dawson, passed away August 2012. After graduating 
from high school, she married Alvin, and the two had three 
children. She taught kindergarten for KMS Public Schools for 
23 years, until her retirement in 1992. She was also active in the 
Lutheran Church. Hagen is survived by her husband, children, 
and grandchildren. 
class of ’71
Bob Flynn, ric roy, 
Barb Branchaud roy, 
and Linda Dahlen ’73, 
under the ensemble 
name Olde Meiningens 
Players, joined together 
with several other young 
actors to perform George 
Brant’s Night of the Mime 
at the Minnesota Fringe 
Festival in early August. 
The play is a parody 
of several children’s 
books, including Old 
Yeller, National Velvet, and Charlotte’s Web. Their performance received 
favorable online reviews. 
class of ’73
Virginia M. McGeary, Benson, passed away late October 2013, 
having reached 101 years of age. Her teaching career began in 1935, 
just south of Marshall. McGeary also taught school in Lyon County 
and Swift County for 32 years. 
richard “rick” Wolff, Hibbing, passed away suddenly in late 
September 2013. After graduating from Morris, he made his mark 
in Hibbing, where he served as a district manager for the Social 
Security Administration. In 2000, he was elected to the Hibbing 
City Council Ward D seat and became mayor of the town two years 
later. He served as mayor for two terms. In 2010, he was elected 
president of the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities after having 
served as second vice president for two years. He was also active in 
numerous community organizations, including the local Salvation 
Army, Habitat for Humanity, Elders Services Network, and 
Kiwanis. Wolff is survived by his wife, Delores, and their children 
and grandchildren. 
class of ’74
Jeri Bergner Escher, Garden City, passed away December 2012. 
Escher was a teacher and coach in Crystal-Wellcome Memorial 
High School for 32 years. She is survived by her husband, Dwayne, 
children and grandchildren.
class of ’78
rick Jauert passed away in June 2013. After graduating from 
Morris, he moved to Washington, DC, where he served as an 
intern in Representative Rick Nolan’s congressional office. Over 
the next 36 years, he worked for 10 members of Congress—seven 
from Minnesota, two from New York, and one from California. 
His home on Capitol Hill was a welcoming place where he proudly 
displayed pieces of political memorabilia and entertained guests 
from members of Congress to college interns from Luverne, 
his hometown, and Morris. After his retirement, he remained 
politically involved through fundraising. His survivors include 
Vicki Jauert ’80, brother-in-law ron Allen ’78, and sister cheryl 
Jauert ’80.
class of ’81
Sandra Bloomgren, Sauk Rapids, passed away May 2013. After 
graduating from Morris she worked as a digital imaging artist for 
an embroidery company. She was very generous and loved flowers 
and animals. She is survived by her life partner, Tom Engin, and 
her mother.
class of ’82
Judi Mikolai reports: “Eight Morris alums just celebrated New 
Year’s together again, as they have since the first ones’ graduation 
in 1980: Jeff Bernardy ’80, tracy Fredin ’80, tom Hardel ’81, 
cindy Ahlberg ’82, Patti Hook Virnig ’82, Judi Mikolai, Arden 
Virnig ’83. Frequently Joy Decker ’80, Deb Peterson, and Galen 
Brelie ’80 are also present. This year tom Hoffman also joined 
us, as a guest. One of our offspring makes Morris his academic 
home—Zac Virnig ’17. It was our 20th year at Camp Onamia. We 
and our families stay for two nights as we play games, sing, dance, 
ski, and eat a lot. A highlight for all of us are the parents versus 
kids broomball games, always in sub-zero windchills. A common 
Morris tie was that we all participated in the Outdoor Club. Our 
children, fast friends, having known each other since in the womb, 
are beginning to plan trips together without us, with the Virnig 
boys and Judi Mikolai’s two children going on a May BWCA trip, 
continuing the Morris friendship legacy.”
Bruce Helmer, co-founder of Wealth Enhancement Group, a 
financial consulting firm in Minneapolis, and author of Real Wealth: 
How to Make Smart Money Choices for What Matters Most to You, was featured 
in an article in U.S. News and World Report titled “Should You Give 
Your Child an Allowance?”
class of ’83
Steven Saum, Casselton, North Dakota, passed away January 2013. 
His career focused on psychology and behavioral health care. He 
changed lives through counseling and rehabilitation services, 
specifically working with adult sex offenders and domestic-
violence perpetrators. He is survived by his mother, children, and 
grandchildren. 
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class of ’84
Jennifer Lund, campus police 
lieutenant, writes after completing the 
Twin Cities Marathon: “The weather was 
perfect! The spectators are awesome at 
TC. This was my eighth full marathon, 
and I ran a personal record of 3:47:53.” 
class of ’85
Gary Lattery passed away unexpectedly in October 2013. He loved 
softball, baseball, and football and was a passionate player and 
coach. He worked at Federated Mutual Insurance Company. His 
hobbies included hunting and spending time with friends and 
family. Lattery is survived by his wife, children, parents, and other 
relatives.
class of ’87
Deidra Doll rahn, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, passed away 
November 2013. While attending college, Rahn worked in a local 
group home and joined the Morris unit of the United States 
Army National Guard. She served as a field medic and earned 
a commission of second lieutenant. Her professional life was 
dedicated to helping others. Most recently, she worked as a social 
services specialist, providing care and services to the elderly and 
special-needs population of Union County, South Dakota. Rahn 
is survived by her husband, christopher, five children, one 
grandchild, parents, and siblings, including Amy Doll-Wohlers ’90.
class of ’88
Gayle Kluver passed away June 2013. For many years she served at 
Speak the Word Church International in Saint Louis Park. She was 
also employed at Medica of Minnesota for 22 years. She is survived 
by her mother, four sisters, and many nieces and nephews. 
Julie Ann olson Pingue passed away August 2013. She taught 
music at Belview High School for three years before beginning 
work at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. Pingue enjoyed 
music, her dogs, gardening, and making people laugh. She is 
survived by a son, her parents, and other family.
class of ’89
Julie Ann nevill has been actively doing theater in the Twin 
Cities-area. Most recently she played Maggie in Dancing at Lughnasa 
at the Paul Bunyan Playhouse in Bemidji and Eleanor Bull in The 
Final Act in the Minnesota Fringe Festival. She writes, “I am also 
extremely proud to have been a part of 
a web series called Theatre People.” All 10 
episodes of the first season are available  
at theaterpeoplewebseries.com. nevill, 
far left.
class of ’92
cindy Mueller Buyert writes: “Recently diagnosed with breast 
cancer. Just starting the chemo treatment process. Gonna fight 
this one hard and win! A big thank you to all of you I have been in 
contact with recently; your continued support means everything!” 
An account has been set up for donations to help cover medical and 
other related expenses. Please contact alumni@morris.umn.edu for 
more information.
Geoffrey “Geoff” Elson, Minneapolis, passed away October 2013. 
He was a muralist, sculptor, and designer of museum displays. 
His work is exhibited both nationally and internationally. Elson is 
survived by his parents and other family and friends. 
class of ’93
corey russell Anderson, New Hope, died August 2013. After 
graduating from Morris with a degree in psychology, he attended 
Ramsey Community College for computers and business. He also 
served in the United States Army National Guard for 14 years and 
earned the rank of lieutenant. He is survived by his parents and 
other family members. 
Dorinda Grandbois writes: “I finally finished college in 2012 with 
a BA in classical civilization art/archaeology and English lit. For the 
past seven years I have been teaching advanced multidisciplinary 
studies as a community specialist at Artech Charter School, and 
I served as the head librarian for the past six years at the Prairie 
Creek Community School. I am proud to announce that I received 
my fifth-degree black belt in Shaolin Kung Fu this past May—
earning full instructor status within our school. My husband, Alan 
Krueger ’93, and I began our studies in 2000. Alan has advanced 
to the third black level…Our family has recently relocated to the 
San Francisco Bay-area following an exciting job opportunity for 
Alan in Silicon Valley. Our oldest son, Alex, attends the University 
of Minnesota, Twin Cities. Our remaining three children are 
in eleventh, sixth, and second grades. Despite being away from 
our Sifu, I look forward to continuing to teach our children in 
Chinese and martial arts, Chi Gung, Tai Chi, and basic herbal 
medicine. I am currently looking into all the possibilities available 
to me here in San Francisco. I guess I’ll have to see where the 
California energy guides me.”
Julie ring, “ was named executive director of the Association of 
Minnesota Counties (AMC) in August 2013. AMC assists all 87 
Minnesota counties in providing effective governance and services 
for the people of Minnesota. In her new role, Ring oversees the 
organization’s state and federal government relations, policy 
development, training and development, communications and 
business development activities. After 20 years of public service, 
she is still using her political science and economics degrees from 
Morris! As an aside, Ring is following in the footsteps of Jim 
Mulder ’83, a former AMC executive director and another 
Morris alum!”
Steve Spandl writes, “Twenty-five years since we all met on Gay 1 
3rd floor. Good times.”
Brian and christine Montgomery Wittkop write: “Well gang, we 
are on the move again! After three years with HSBC’s credit card 
division in Sioux Falls, we have made the jump to the other side of 
Minnesota. Brian is the call center director for Kaplan University’s 
professional and continuing education division. Christy has 
recently started working for Logistics Health, Inc. in the research 
and development area. We found a house we love (our very own 
money pit), and Brian says it’s big enough to entertain (finally), so 
stop by anytime!”
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class of ’94
Hildreth Marie twostars Venegas passed away April 2013. 
Before coming to Morris, she was active as a public speaker in 
churches, schools, tribes, and governments across the country. 
She worked for 40 years in government service, 28 for the Indian 
Health Service. She was one of the few Indian women to hold 
the position of service unit director in Indian Health Service. 
She also earned a beautician’s license and operated beauty shops 
in Arizona and South Dakota. She is survived by a sister, three 
daughters, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great 
grandchildren. 
Mara rutten writes, “I left Tucson in July to enter formation with 
the Maryknoll Sisters of Saint Dominic in Chicago, Illinois.”
class of ’96
Jamie Bruhn released a new album of all-original material in 
July 2013 with his band The Lizards. The album features two 
members of the classic-rock legend Blue Öyster Cult: Donald 
“Buck Dharma” Roeser plays rhythm and lead guitar on two songs, 
and Richie Castellano plays lead guitar on a third. Roeser also 
mixed and co-produced a portion of the album. Bruhn credits 
James “Doc” carlson ’65, professor emeritus, for encouraging 
him to continue in music. Bruhn is currently recording a new 
album with The Dukes of 1987. You can drop him a line at 
martinezvanburen@yahoo.com
Brian Schwarz is teaching international marketing and other 
business courses in Shanghai, China. 
Heather Pennie roy celebrated her wedding with alumni friends 
Kelsey Draper ’13, Mary Schmidgall ’95, Patti Sjostrom  
Strukel ’96, Beth Ploof cordes ’94, nichole olson  
Mahoney ’97, Ken Hodgson, professor emeritus, Michelle 
Henry Voit ’94, Stacy rust Martig ’93, Kari Struxness  
Feldhaus ’95, Mary Stark Asche ’95, nancy Zierden VanErp ’95, 
Alissa Swenson Jorgenson ’96, Jackie Wistrcill Dripps ’89,  
Jeff Voit ’94, natalie Zierdan Braegelmann ’00, chad 
Braegelmann ’00, todd Van Erp ’92, and Heather. Among many 
others attending but not pictured was Amanda Hand Johnson ’04.
class of ’97
Karin Wolverton writes, “Two years ago I was involved in the 
world premiere of the opera Silent Night by Kevin Putz, who then 
won a Pulitzer for this, his first opera.” Public Broadcasting Service aired 
the broadcast nationally in December 2013.
class of ’00
Larry traversie and Jessica Bright ’13 meet on the Minnesota 
Timberwolves’ center court. Traversie is a senior account executive 
for the organization; Bright met with him to learn more about 
sports management after they connected at the Alumni and 
Students Networking Day in September.
class of ’01
Matt Hardy and Dan Flies ’04 created Kidblog, Inc., a platform for 
teachers of grades K–8 to manage and monitor student blogs online, 
in 2010. Kidblog has since surpassed 3 million users, with 150,000 
classrooms using the program, and it still continues to grow. 
class of ’02
Brian Eddy is the new Bentley Middle School principal in Burton, 
Michigan. He will be responsible for helping reopen a school 
building that closed four years after budget issues hit the district. 
class of ’03
Jessica Durkin Heinzmann married Judd Heinzmann, and they 
now live in Sioux Falls. They are expecting their first child in 
February.
Josh Langlie graduated with a master of business administration 
with an emphasis in operations and supply chain management 
from University of St. Thomas.
Jeremy Sells passed away suddenly and unexpectedly in July 2013. 
One of his passions in life was writing, and he wrote poems, 
screenplays, and stories. He also enjoyed reading, cooking, 
gardening, and caring for animals. He is survived by his son, 
siblings, and other family members. He was preceded in death by 
his parents.
Matt Zaske (front row, second from left), web app developer and 
Windows server administrator, was a recipient of the fall 2013 IT @ 
UMN Outstanding Service Awards in November 2013. 
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class of ’04
Brendan Brandt was featured in an Audi commercial. He plays a 
clerk in the ad for Audi TDI®clean diesel technology.
Mark Kreie ’02 reports that Daniel tolzman has worked his way 
up to the position of Toronto Raptors’ senior director of scouting. 
At Morris he was an intern under Brian Curtis in the athletics 
department before he gained an internship with the Denver Nuggets.
class of ’05
Mike Maurer “celebrates 10 years with IBM Rochester. In June 
2013, he joined the IBM Watson Solutions development team as an 
advisory software engineer. In 2011, he earned a Carlson MBA.”
Shaun Siegel, Wheaton, passed away June 2013, after a long battle 
with cancer. After graduating from Morris, he found a job teaching 
at Tiospa Zina Tribal School in Agency Village, South Dakota. He 
also operated his own DJ service called Shaun’s Trivia and Tunes. 
His hobbies included hunting, fishing, and sports. He is survived 
by his wife, children, and mother. 
cynthia Wingert topel married Keil Topel on September 7, 2013, 
in Minneapolis. 
class of ’06
Sarah Lofgren just finished an internal medicine residency at 
Emory in Atlanta. She is currently working as a hospitalist in Edina.
carrie Martin writes, “I moved out to Washington, DC, in 2008. 
I now work for the National Institutes of Health as a laboratory 
operations specialist.”
Sarah Black and nick Petersen report that Petersen started a new 
job in business intelligence analytics; Black is going for a masters in 
leadership in education at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.
class of ’07
Jason Holden passed away unexpectedly in March 2013 at the age 
of 28. He was a proud member of Democracy Matters and worked 
for Mark Ritchie in the Minnesota Office of Secretary of State 
during the 2008 recall election. He will be remembered for his 
respectful openness and his sense of humor. Holden is survived by 
his parents and other family and friends. 
Alyssa Herzog Melby received the 2013 John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts Leadership Exchange in Arts and 
Disability Award for Emerging Leaders for her dedication to 
advancing accessibility among ballet patrons with special needs. 
She also organized an autism-friendly performance of The Nutcracker 
at the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre.
christina Wood Wilson held her first mixed media painting 
exhibit in Alaska in November. Many of the paintings are inspired 
by photographs she took while studying abroad in Italy. Check out 
her paintings at christinainalaska.com.
class of ’08
Bekah Deutl Biorn “married 
her sweetheart, Mike Biorn, on 
September 28, 2013. Although Mike 
is not a Morris alumnus, he is an 
alum of the University of Minnesota, 
Twin Cities. Bekah’s maid of honor 
was her sister, Sarah Deutl ’11. 
carol Eckersen ’80 officiated the 
wedding. Many Morris friends were 
in attendance.” 
Meghan Bero Doblar and Brian Doblar, Brooklyn Park, were 
married on June 29 at Holy Name of Jesus in Wayzata. Brian is 
employed with the Saint Paul Police Department, and Meghan is a 
fourth-grade teacher at Holy Name of Jesus School.
tony Krueger writes: “Running 
the Twin Cities Marathon was the 
culmination of a very successful 
season of training for me. 
Without the support of my wife, 
Miranda Jans Krueger, and the 
encouragement of other family 
and friends it would not have 
been possible for me to sustain 
the effort required to run my 
personal best time of 2:46:20. 
Every season of training is full of 
new challenges and obstacles, and figuring out how to fit serious 
training into the framework of everyday life is a fulfilling test that 
makes the rest of life more vivid.” 
class of ’09
Brett and Brenna 
Burns Hucka happily 
welcomed their first 
child, Lucille (Lucy) 
Martha Hucka, on 
August 6, 2013, in 
Saint Cloud. 
Jared Walhowe is the 
gleaning manager 
of the Minnesota 
Project’s Fruits of the 
City program. This 
program travels the 
Twin Cities-metro 
area each autumn 
to collect excess 
crops that would otherwise go unused and donates these crops to 
food shelves. Donating the produce to food shelves gives people 
healthier food options. Walhowe says, “If you think of a food 
shelf, you might think of canned foods. This is one way we can get 
healthy, fresh food into the food shelves.”
32 University of Minnesota, Morris: a renewable, sustainable education.
class notes
Winter/Spring 2014 Profile
Chancellor Emeritus 
David Johnson has been on 
an adventure of discovery. 
The result of this quest is 
his book, Shtels to Shipsides: 
The Religious Roads of My Mother’s 
People. Johnson’s keen 
observations as a sociologist 
and love of family history 
and travel combine here 
to give the reader insights 
into religion, ethnicity, 
immigration, discrimination, 
and plural identities.
Born in Grand Rapids, Minnesota, only as a teenager 
did Johnson come to know about his Jewish heritage. It is 
his hope that Shtels to Shipsides will encourage readers to better 
know, reflect on, and embrace their own family histories 
and allow them to carry on to the next generation.
“This is my family story,” writes Johnson in a note to 
readers. “Like every family story, it is unique, but at the 
same time, universal. We are all children of immigrants 
in some way. We are inheritors not only of genes, but also 
of stories and values that have shaped us. We did not just 
grow out of nowhere. We came from a people, a people 
that may at times embarrass us or fill us with pride. They 
are ours, and we take from them whatever it is that helps 
us to understand ourselves.”
 Shtels to Shipsides was released last year. Additional 
information is available on amazon.com.
class of ’11
nate and Britta 
Anderson Haseman ’14 
celebrated their marriage 
with friends, former 
Morris baseball players. 
Britta Haseman ’14,  
Kyle Blair ’11, nathan 
Haseman ’11, Mike 
McGill ’12, coach  
Grant Harding,  
Steven Kvam ’13,  
Kyle Gaffaney ’12, Ian 
olson ’11, Scott Barta ’10,  
nik randall ’10, ted 
Gray ’12, and Matt 
Peterson ’10.
From left: Jeff Lind, Mark Privratsky, Sam Parisian, Wyatt 
nolan, and Matt Privratsky, former Morris roommates, took 
a road trip to Kansas City for the United States Men’s National 
Soccer Team game versus Jamaica. 
class of ’12
Adam Helgeson, Scott Veenhuis ’13, Mark Halverstadt ’13, and 
Ben Israelson ’14 together form the barbershop quartet Kordal 
Kombat, founded by Helgeson in 2009. In June, Kordal Kombat 
qualified for the Barbershop Harmony Society 75th Annual 
International Convention in Toronto and was later named Land 
O’Lakes District Collegiate Champions.
class of ’13
Sam Bruno writes: “Josh Preston and I were ambitious and lucky 
enough to receive funding from Springboard for the Arts to create 
a handset letterpress printed zine (a small book folded from a single 
sheet of paper) in June 2013! The zine, titled Naked on the Roads, is a 
collection of poetry by Minnesota poets including George/Anne 
Meyers-Welsch ’13 and many others. Each letter was set individually 
in 10-point font to form the sentences and stanzas. The pages were 
all meticulously edited, spaced, and printed with care.”
faculty and staff
Phyllis Dyer, Tucson, Arizona, passed away September 2013. 
She retired from her food service position at Morris in 1982 and 
moved to live with her daughter in Arizona 19 years later. She is 
survived by her children and grandchildren.
colleen Frey, former coordinator of disability services, passed 
away in November. She played with the bands Queen Colleen and 
the Frey Daddies and Homemade Jam, which included Morris staff 
member carol Ford. She is survived by her husband, mother, two 
sisters, and two brothers.
Lisa Daleo passed away in December after a motor vehicle-train 
crash. Daleo was a member of the Morris psychology faculty from 
1990 until 1996.
Johnson Welcomes Readers  
to “One Man’s Family”
send us your class notes. 
Please include high-resolution photos!
Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving,  
Welcome Center, 600 E 4th St, Morris, MN 56267
alumni@morris.umn.edu or morris.umn.edu/AlumniUpdate
Next Class Notes Deadline: May 19, 2014
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A Leader in the Field: Stephen Granger
1932–2013
Stephen Granger, Morris’s original faculty member and a life-long 
proponent of the campus, died in October at the age of 81.
One of 13 founding faculty members, Granger was the first hired in 
1960 by the University of Minnesota, Morris’s chief administrator, Rodney 
Briggs. Serving as Briggs’s counselor and second-in-command, he helped 
shape the new college as a major voice in institutional decision-making. 
Granger played a key role in developing Morris’s Minority (now Multi-
Ethnic) Student Program and was particularly interested in institutional 
research. He is credited with mentoring a generation of University staff 
from all levels of the administration, including chancellors.
During his 34 years at Morris, Granger served as director of 
counseling, assistant provost, vice chancellor for student affairs, and 
special assistant to the dean. He also taught the Psychology of Individual 
Differences course for many years.
In retirement, he frequently volunteered for a variety of projects: writing grant applications, consulting, advising committees. His 
research and writing about the physical plant, done in collaboration with his daughter, Susan, paved the way for the core of the Morris 
campus to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2003. In 2010 he received the University of Minnesota Outstanding 
Service Award for exceptional commitment and service to the University.
Granger graduated from Cretin High School in Saint Paul in 1949. As a Marine Corps reservist, he was called to active duty when 
the Korean War broke out in the summer of 1950. After 19 months of active service, Granger returned to the University of Minnesota, 
where he earned a bachelor of arts in psychology and a master of arts and doctorate in counseling psychology. He worked at the Veterans 
Administration hospitals in Minneapolis and Saint Cloud doing rehabilitation counseling in the 1950s.
Granger is survived by his wife, Arden; his daughters Susan (Scott Kelly) and Sarah; his son, Daniel (Ruth); four grandchildren; 
and three great-grandchildren.
“I dwell in possibility”—In Memory of Don Spring
Don Spring, one of Morris’s original faculty members and former chair of the humanities 
division, passed away in October at the age of 88.
Spring was born and raised in Racine, Wisconsin; he served in the Army Air Corps during World 
War II and attended Marquette University. After completing graduate studies at the University of 
Minnesota, Twin Cities, Spring moved his young family to Morris in 1960—the year the Morris campus 
opened.
An original faculty member, he was chair of the Division of Humanities and oversaw the art history, 
studio art, communications, rhetoric, English, French, German, music, philosophy, Spanish, and 
theatre arts disciplines. A superb lecturer, Spring introduced thousands of students to Shakespeare, 
Chaucer, Dickinson, and other greats of English and American literature over his 36-year teaching 
career. He also loved films and developed the campus’s first foreign film program.
Spring also played a pivotal role in representing Morris on University of Minnesota consultative committees. He retired in 1996 and 
enjoyed several years of traveling throughout Europe with his wife, Evelyn.
Spring is survived by Evelyn as well as his children Elizabeth, Bill, Therese, Ruth, and Margaret; grandchildren Nathan, Jessica, Megan, 
and Caroline; and great-grandchildren Nicole, Tristan, and Treva. He was preceded in death by his daughter Susan, parents George and 
Irene Spring, and siblings Frank, Ruth, Lorraine, and Lucile.
Granger and Spring were both instrumental in the formation of the University of Minnesota, Morris. Above, dean, associate dean, and 
division chairs meet in Behmler Hall. Left to right: Bruning, Granger, Spring, Briggs, Imholte, Abbott.
1960s
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The Cougars football 
season was highlighted by a 
number of new school records. 
Brendon Foss ’14, Benson, 
broke the school record for 
most touchdown catches in 
a career, surpassing his wide 
receivers’ coach Matt Fragodt. 
Foss finished with 32 career 
touchdowns in his four-year 
career. He also sits second in 
school history with 200 catches 
and 2,714 receiving yards. Cody 
Hickman ’15, Morris, broke the season record for most tackles in a season with 
140, breaking defensive coordinator Marty Hoffman’s ’05 record. Hickman was 
fourth in the nation in tackles on the year and finished 31st in the nation in 
solo tackles. Both Foss and Hickman were named First Team All-Upper Midwest 
Athletic Conference (UMAC); Hickman was also a D3football.com All-West 
Region performer. Dalton DeGraffenreid ’15, Crane, Texas, and Antwar Ashley 
’17, Gulf Port, Mississippi, each picked up a UMAC Player of the Week honor 
during the Cougars season. DeGraffenreid had a 57-yard punt return for a 
touchdown, which was the third-longest punt return in school history. Ashley’s 
95-yard kick return for a touchdown was tied for the second longest kick return 
in campus history. Caleb McLaren ’16, Delta Junction, Alaska, tied the school 
record for most touchdowns in a game, throwing five against both Hamline 
University and Iowa Wesleyan. He finished the season with 19 touchdowns, tied 
for second-most in a single season. Donnie Mavencamp ’17, Maple Lake, threw 
for 404 yards in against Northwestern, setting a new school record for most 
passing yards in a single game. As a team, Morris threw for 2,712 yards in 2013, 
setting a new school record. The team set a single-game record with 412 passing 
yards in a win against Westminster. The team had three games this year with at 
least 334 yards, all of which rank in the top four all-time for a single game since 
2001. They had two games with over 400 passing yards this season.
Mark Fohl, athletic  
director, updates and 
Cougar announcements
It was a great fall 
in Cougar country; 
we upgraded facilities, 
hired new coaches, and 
had great success on the 
fields of play.
Over the summer 
we invested $80,000 
in upgrades to our 
weight room. These 
upgrades feature 
brand-new equipment, including several Olympic 
platforms, new plates, and benches with Cougar 
branding. New signage was also added to provide 
a welcoming atmosphere for all student-athletes. 
The renovation was necessary for the present and 
future of Cougar Athletics. It will help our current 
student-athletes compete on the field and will be 
an enormous selling point for future students. 
In addition to the weight room upgrade,  
we have also upgraded the women’s locker room, 
adding more lockers for our student-athletes.  
We are always looking to make facility 
improvements as we continue to invest in our 
students and their success.
The athletics department hired two new 
coaches prior to the 2013–14 academic year; both 
are University of Minnesota, Morris alumni. 
Marty Hoffman ’05, a former football 
standout, was hired as the defensive coordinator. 
Prior to taking this job, Hoffman served as the 
special teams and co-defensive coordinator at 
Minnesota State Moorhead. He was a two-time All-
UMAC linebacker and the UMAC Defensive Player 
of the Year in 2004 while playing for the Cougars. 
Matt Johnson ’11, a former two-time All-
UMAC soccer player, was hired as the assistant 
men’s and women’s soccer coach. Johnson was a 
member of the men’s soccer team that reached the 
NCAA Tournament in 2011. In his senior season, 
Johnson was an All-Region player for Morris. 
Our volleyball team earned a Co-UMAC 
regular season championship this year, 
finishing with a 13-1 conference record. Chad 
Braegelmann ’00 and Scott Turnbull were both 
honored as UMAC Coaches of the Year. On 
Saturday, November 9, the men’s soccer, women’s 
soccer, and volleyball teams played in UMAC 
Championships, all of which held national 
tournament implications.
The Cougar Weight 
Room got a facelift last 
summer with fresh paint, 
new equipment, and new 
banners!
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MEN’S GOLF
The men’s golf team capped off its season with a fifth-
place finish at the Upper Midwest Athletic Conference 
(UMAC) Championship. Kory Shelerud ’15, Babbit,  
was named to the UMAC All-Conference Team after 
taking fifth at the tournament. The team had three top-
four finishes on the season. John Gieger ’16, New Prague, 
and Sam Gill ’16, Northfield, also had good seasons in 
2013. Gill was the Cougars’ representative on the  
All-Sportsmanship Team.
WOMEN’S GOLF
The women’s golf team finished eighth at the Northern Atlantic Conference (NAC) 
Championships this fall; it was led by Abby Fragodt ’14, Benson, who finished third in the 
conference tournament. Fragodt earned All-Conference honors this season thanks to her third-
place finish. Sarah Strenge ’16, Fulda, tied for 10th at the NAC Conference Tournament and also 
earned All-Conference honors in 2013. The team’s highest finish of the year was second at the 
Northwestern Invite. They also took third at the Upper Midwest Athletic Conference (UMAC) 
Preview Meet. Fragodt was the Northwestern Invite Champion.
For the first time in school history, the 
Cougars earned a share of the regular season Upper 
Midwest Athletic Conference (UMAC) title after 
finishing 13-1 in the conference and 23-12 overall. 
The team had six players and a coach honored by 
the UMAC. Chad Braegelmann ’00 was named 
UMAC Coach of the Year after guiding the team to 
23 wins, a tie for second-most in program history. 
The team set a school record for most kills in a 
season. Kaylie Clark ’14, New Plain, Kansas, a 
first-team All-UMAC selection, broke the school 
record for most digs in a career, finishing with 
1,972 career digs. Mandy Allman ’14, Nevis; Emily 
Auch ’16, Benson; and Abby Tietz ’16, Moorhead, 
were also named to the All-Conference First Team. 
Hannah Knott ’14, Raymond, was named to the 
Second Team, and Brooke Decker ’16, Maple 
Lake, was named to the All-Sportsmanship Team. 
The Cougars reached the UMAC Championship 
match this year, for the first time in school history. 
Throughout the year the team earned UMAC Player 
of the Week eight times this season. Clark earned 
the honor four times, and Allman, Tietz, Auch, 
and Knott picked up the award once. Tietz had 
366 kills on the year, ninth-most in school history. 
Knott hit .329 this season, the second-biggest in 
Morris’s history, and her 85 block assists were sixth 
all-time. Clark’s 661 digs were the second-most in 
school history for a single season. 
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WOMEN’S SOCCER
The women’s soccer team finished second in the Upper Midwest Athletic Conference 
(UMAC) this year and reached the UMAC Championship for the third straight season; nine 
players earned All-UMAC honors. The team had 11 shutout wins in 2013, only one shy of the 
school record. Ally Heida ’15, Coon Rapids, was the Co-Defensive Player of the Year, First Team 
All-UMAC, National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA) Second Team All-
Region, and NSCAA Second Team Scholar All-Region this season. Rachael Berns ’15, Stillwater, 
picked up First Team All-UMAC, along with NSCAA Second Team All-Region and NSCAA 
Scholar All-Region Third Team. Carly Denler ’17, Brooklyn Park, was the UMAC Co-Rookie 
of the Year and was named to the All-UMAC First Team after setting the school record for 
most points scored by a first-year player. Meaghan Delaney ’17, Elkhorn, Nebraska, and Emma 
LaChance ’16, Littleton, Colorado, were also First Team All-UMAC performers. Kelsi Kolle ’15, 
Sartell, was a Second Team All-UMAC player and a NSCAA Scholar Honorable Mention All-
Region. Morgan Delaney ’17, Elkhorn Nebraska, and Kebra Rogers ’15, Pierre, South Dakota, 
were UMAC Honorable Mention Team Members. Rogers was also a NSCAA Scholar All-Region 
Honorable Mention Team Member. During the year the Cougars had three UMAC Player of the 
Week honors—LaChance picked up two and Berns had one. The team was honored by NSCAA for  
having a GPA over 3.0 for the 13th time; they had a GPA of 3.2 during the 2012-13 academic year.
MEN’S SOCCER
For the seventh straight season the men’s soccer team reached the Upper Midwest Athletic 
Conference (UMAC) Championship match this season. Coach Scott Turnbull, the 2013 UMAC 
Coach of the Year, guided the team to a 10-3-1 UMAC record. Ebrima Badgie ’14, Banjul, The 
Gambia, was the UMAC Co-Offensive Player of the Year and First Team All-UMAC. Badgie 
finished his Cougar career with 31 goals, third all-time. His 66 points were fourth all-time. 
William Wachutka ’15, Eden Prairie, was also named to the UMAC First Team after a great 
defensive year. Jacob Borash ’15, Harris, was a Second Team All-UMAC Performer after an 8-5 
record and 1.33 goals against average in-net. Chuck Quiram ’16, Elk River, was also a Second 
Team All-UMAC member and a member of the All Sportsmanship Team. Austin Keller ’17, 
Saint Cloud, and Shingo Yamane ’17, Clara City, were named to the All-UMAC Second Team 
as well. Keller also earned an UMAC Offensive Player of the Week honor during the season. 
Matthew Bennis ’14, Deephaven, and Matt Vik ’14, Saint Paul, were Honorable Mention All-
UMAC performers in 2013. On the year, Morris had 50 assists, second all-time in school history. 
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
The men had three all-conference performers this fall. Chalmer Combellick ’16, Chokio, 
who took second at the Upper Midwest Athletic Conference (UMAC) Conference Meet, 
headlined the male runners. Caleb Schneider ’17, Northome, was also on the All-Conference 
Team after taking 10th in the UMAC meet. Spencer Walton ’17, Carlton, was the representative 
on the All-Sportsmanship Team. Combellick was named the UMAC Runner of the Week three 
times while setting new school records in the 8K and 5K this year. The men consistently set 
personal bests throughout the year as they finished second at the UMAC meet.
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
Much like the men, the women also had three All-Upper Midwest Athletic Conference 
(UMAC) performers. Amanda Peters ’16, Lonsdale, and Laura Borkenhagen ’16, Truman, 
earned the honors after the conference meet. Peters ran fifth, and Borkenhagen ran twelfth. 
Julie Bonham ’14, Eagan, was the Cougars’ representative on the All-Sportsmanship Team. 
Peters was a three-time UMAC Runner of the Week after setting multiple personal bests. 
Several Cougars set personal bests throughout the year, helping the team earn second-place 
honors in the UMAC Championships.
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See the article on page 23 for more details. 
Visit the website for more information and  
discussions with classmates! 
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